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JONES,  Samuel  Sheldon,  merchant  and  poli¬ 
tician,  was  horn  at  Carbondale,  Pa.,  June  21, 
1850,  son  of  Samuel  and  Eleanor  (Pritchard) 
Jones,  of  Welsh  parentage.  Hr.  Jones  received 
a  public  school  education  and  at  the  age  of 
thirteen  began  a  wage-earning  career  in  the 
tailoring  establishment  of  Jacob  Cohen,  transfer¬ 
ring  three  years  later  to  the  employ  of  Joseph 
Alexander,  a  merchant  tailor,  of  Carbondale.  In 
1867  he  formed  the  firm  of  Jones  <&  C'ampman, 
merchant  tailors,  which  continued  until  1875,  and 
thereafter,  for  four  years,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Jones  &  Russell.  He  was  elected  on 
the  Republican  ticket  to  the  Pennsylvania  house 
of  representatives  in  1876,  being  the  youngest 
member  of  the  house  during  his  term.  In  1882 
he  was  appointed  deputy  recorder  of  deeds  for 
the  countv  and  in  1884  served  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  "of  the  county  courts.  Becoming  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Carbondale  “Leader”  in  1887,  he  con¬ 
tinued  in  newspaper  work  until  1.893,  when  he 
was  elected  and  served  two  five-year  terms  as 
alderman.  In  1904  Mr.  Jones  was  appointed 
deputy  county  treasurer  and  scon  thereafter  en¬ 
tered  the  office  of  the  county  controller,  where 
he  remained  until  1917.  Meanwhile,  he  was 
again  elected  alderman  in  1911,  re-elected  in 
1917  and  in  1923,  in  the  latter  year  without 
opposition.  He  helped  to  organize  the  Carbon- 
dale  Emergency  Hospital  and  was  a  member 
of  its  board  of  trustees  from  1888;  was  a  di¬ 
rector  in  the  General  Hospital,  and  helped  to 
establish  the  Carbondale  board  of  health,  of 


which  he  was  secretary  for  many  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  State  Magistrates  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  An 
ardent  Bible  student,  he  taught  classes  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years.  He 
found  his  chief  recreation  as  a  collector  of 
books,  and  was  a  widely  read  man.  His  friends 
found  him  affectionate*  kindly,  generous  and 
youthful  in  spirit.  He  was  married,  Jan.  16, 
1877,  to  Margaret  Gillespie,  daughter  of  James 
Russell,  of  Lackawanna  county,  Pa.,  and  they 
had  two  children,  James  Russell  and  Eleanor 
Pritchard  Jones.  Mr.  Jones  died  at  Carbondale, 
Pa.,  Apr.  16,  1928. 
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